
Why is there a Friendship Walk?

Frequently Asked Questions

1 - Why are you doing this?
We believe every human being is capable of showing love and
worth being loved.

2 - Do you have to be religious to take part?
No,   Whilst some of the Reading Interfaith Group events are
about   understanding different religions, the Reading
Friendship Walk is based   primarily on having faith in the
people of Reading.

3 - Do you have to be very fit to take part?
No,   The Reading Friendship Walk is not intended as a test of
endurance and   would not be appropriate as a sponsored
event. Participants should only   walk as far as they wish.

4 - Is there any money involved?
The Friendship Walk is free for all participants and not a
fund-raising event.
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5 - Who pays for this event?
The Reading Interfaith Group pays. We rely on voluntary
donations and our membership to fund our   work. The Reading
Interfaith Group is not funded by grants or any other
organisation. 

6 - Do I need to wear anything special for the Friendship Walk?
It is best to dress in a way unlikely to cause offence and
different faiths vary in   their expectations with regards to
modesty. Some places of worship ask   visitors to cover their
heads and do be prepared at times to remove your   shoes.

7- I believe my religion is the best: why should it be necessary
to mix with other faiths?
All religions teach us to love one another. That is all the
Friendship Walk is about.  

8 - Is this a suitable event for the whole family?
The   Friendship Walk is not   a demonstration; there are no
safety or public order issues other than a   need to observe
basic road safety. Many children have taken part in the  
Friendship Walk as part of their education and gained from the  
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experience. It is seen as being something fun and a little
unusual with   the food being an obvious asset! The Friendship
Walk is however not   appropriate for dogs, even those who
happen to own their families! 

 

Anthea  West -Buddhist  'The  Friendship Walk is a really inclusive event for all Reading's faith   communities.  Hosts are always hospitable and guests appreciative. Time  constraints  mean that we can't visit every single community on each occasion,  but the walkers come from many different groups, and everyone enjoys  the chance to chat and share ideas as we amble along.'

Mustafa  Chaudhary -Muslim "I’ve  joined the Friendship Walks a few years now and it ‘does  exactly what it says on the tin’. A pleasant walk around Reading  where you invariably strike up new friendships, and catch up with old  ones. Walking the walk of brotherhood in humanity.  As-salaamu  alaikum (Peace be upon you)."   
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John O'Shea -Christian  'I'm  a new arrival in Reading, recently appointed to St James RC Church,  Forbury Road. I'm looking forward to visiting the different faith  places of worship and meeting the faith leaders. In view of the  changing face of Britain today, it is essential that the Christian  church continues to develop a good working relationship with other  faith communities. The 'Friendship Walk' provides us the opportunity  to dialogue with other faith communities.'”

Swami  -Hindu  "Hinduism  calls a ‘Faith Walk’ a Yatra ~ contemplative journeying.   Doing
Yatra  at a this time of increasing polarisation among faiths is an act  of
trust  and an opportunity to contemplate its gift : friendship with  those
that  we might never otherwise encounter.  See you at the Reading  Yatra."

Rabbi  Zvi Solomons -Jewish  "Reading  is a very special place to live. The huge diversity of religion and  nationality make this perhaps the world in one borough. Through all  this diversity comes tolerance, understanding and unity. Wherever you  stand in the huge spectrum available in our town, the Friendship walk  allows us all to make a statement on what it means to be a part of  this very special diverse community. By walking together, sharing  food and culture, talking and interacting with each other, we find  our common humanity and points of contact which go way beyond any  minor differences of belief, faith, conviction or politics. I support  the Friendship walk wholeheartedly because it is what it says it is:  an opportunity to show that we walk in friendship with all those in  Reading who show love and respect for the diversity of our community."

David  McKnight -Berkshire Humanists "Humanist  groups throughout England have been asked to join with Inter-faith  groups to show their concerns for local issues.This will be my third  walk and I consider it to be the best way of starting from the  unknown with any chosen companion and reaching a friendly common  approach to Humanity."

Esme  Weithers -Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University (UK)  "The  importance of the friendship walk for me is that it highlights and  encourages the need for unity.  We may be diverse in many ways, but  we all belong to the one family of humanity.  So walking, talking,  and laughing together create a friendly, harmonious and rich  atmosphere.  It is also an opportunity for me to observe the  practices of other faiths as we visit these on route."

Bruce  Denney -Pagan  "During  the Northern Ireland troubles; people joined together in friendship,  victims forgave the bombers. These people led friendships were the  foundations on which political peace was eventually built. Northern  Ireland proves we, ordinary people, have huge power, if we want peace  we can make it happen. 
Do the friendship walk.

Paul  Kingston -Quaker  "Many  of us feel that we live in a community. But how many of those you  pass in Reading do you recognize as part of your community? On the  inter-faith walk, you have the chance to start towards adding a few,  and towards building links between some of Reading’s  communities."

Jane  Osborne Jewish and Quaker "Our     own personal view of "life, the universe and everything"     is an unfolding journey for each individual, and I see     communities, especially faith communities, as an attempt for     people to connect. "Religious/Faith" communities are     human organisations and, in today's world, where we hardly speak     to most of the people on our own street, even if we have internet     friends worldwide, I have found them a very practical way of     maintaining human contact across the generations. In a synagogue,     you will be welcomed with a glass of kiddush wine (unless it is     Yom Kippur). At Quakers, you get tea and biscuits, and at the     Hindu Mandir, you get ladoos. It all manifests kindness and love." 
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